Spanish 1
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to Spanish I with Profesora Bright at Phillip O. Berry Academy of Technology.  You are in for an exciting year of learning and growth.  The objective of this course is to expand student knowledge of both the Spanish language and Hispanic culture.  Spanish is the fourth most spoken language in the world and represents the fastest growing foreign language in the United States.  As such, a familiarity with, if not mastery of, Spanish will permit students to be more competitive components of the increasingly integrated global economy of the twenty-first century.  In this class you will work hard, but your efforts will be worthwhile.  Student preparedness, attentiveness, and participation are essential for success in this course, and through working together I am certain that the year will prove to both meet and supersede our objective.
This letter outlines the grading scale, grading percentages, class rules, necessary supplies, and tentative syllabus that will be utilized throughout the duration of Spanish I.

	GRADING SCALE: 
	 
	GRADING PERCENTAGES:

	 
	 
	 

	 
	100-93
	A
	 
	Class work, Homework, Participation.warm-up
	30%

	 
	92-85
	B
	 

	 
	84-77
	C
	 

	 
	76-70
	D
	 
	Tests.quizzes,projects.written  assignments
	70%

	 
	69 and below
	F
	 
	STEM Credit 
	5%


 
	STEM Credit:


At Phillip O. Berry we are committed to ensuring that every student is provided an education that focuses on STEM (Science Technology Engineering Mathematics). Thus every student will be required to complete STEM assignments that are connected to their foreign language studies. These assignments will take place throughout the year and will count toward 5% of their final grade. 
	The Final Exam and Determining the Final Semester Grade 

	 The Final Exam will constitute 25% of the overall semester grade.  Consequently, the First Quarter grade combined with the Midterm Exam will constitute 37.5% of the overall semester grade, while the Second Quarter grade will comprise the remaining 37.5% of the overall semester grade.


	Class Rules


	1. Golden Rule: Treat one another as you would like to be treated. 

2.  Be prompt and prepared – Please make every effort to be in class on time as you will have Warm-ups every class that begin, and are timed, with the start of class.
	

	3.  Respect – Respect not only me but your fellow students as well.  Please don’t talk out of turn or be loud and boisterous.  You will receive nothing but respect from me and I expect it in return.
	

	4. Pay attention and be attentive – Don’t lay your head down or sleep, being actively engaged in this class is essential for your success.
	

	5. Drinking and eating – There will be no eating in class.  You can drink bottled water in class but sodas and other types of drinks are prohibited.

6. Electronic devices: Thanks for turning off all electronic devices while in school. 
	


	Supplies Needed

	1. Flash drive

	2.  3-Ring 1.5 inch binder–  exclusively for Spanish I              8 dividers                                                                                                            

	3.  Paper

	4. Writing Utensils

	5. Library Card

	6. E-mail Address


	Course Topics


	nit
	Structures
	

	I, 1
	Subject Pronouns- I, You, He, She

Verb & Verb Constructions:

· To be (I am, You are, He/She is)

· To have (I have, You have, He/She has)

· To like/ not like

Adjectives: Gender Agreement only

Negatives (no and don’t)

Definite and Indefinite Article(s) 

Singular vs. Plural nouns 
	

	I, 2
	Possessive adjectives (my, your, his/her)

Present tense of verbs (I, you, he/she): “to live,” “to prepare,” “to eat,” “to drink,” ”to arrive”, “to leave,” ”to go”

Prepositions of location (on, in, to/at)

(contractions with to/at, from)- lang groups decide to include as vocab????
	

	I, 3
	Subject pronouns—we, you all, they

Immediate future 

To want and to do in all forms

Present tense verbs - all forms from grammar in Units 1-3
	

	I, 4
	Prepositions of place

Forming questions

To know

To be familiar with
	

	
	
	

	Course Requirements


The world language department will follow curriculum dictated by NCSCOS.

	Attendance Policy


Every student is expected to attend class and participate in order to ensure their success in the course.  Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) stipulate that students enrolled in a 4x4 that miss more than six classes run the risk of failing the course.  I offer attendance recovery during tutorials (Please see below).
	Tardy Policy


Timeliness to class marks an important component to academic success.  In the event that a student arrives late to class they are expected to record their name, the time they entered class, as well as the reason for the tardiness.  The consequences for tardiness are as follows:

	1st Tardy
	VERBAL WARNING

	2nd Tardy
	CALL PARENT

	3rd Tardy
	CALL PARENT and ASSIGN CLASSROOM CONSEQUENCE

	4th Tardy
	REFERRAL TO THE APPROPRIATE ADMINISTRATOR

	Late Work Policy 


All assignments are expected to be submitted in a timely fashion. If an assignment is submitted late Students will get a partial credit of 50%.
Project grades will be determined by three factors, which include completion, quality and timeliness.

	Homework Policy 


Students are expected to submit homework promptly and completely; the same policy applies to late work.
	Make up work  


If a student’s is absent he/she is expected to submit any missing assignment within five school days. Otherwise, student will receive a cero for the assignment.
	Tutorials


Tutorials will be held every Thursday after-school in Room 534.  Tutorials will begin promptly at 2:30pm and conclude at 3:25 unless arranged differently.  Students will not be admitted late to tutorials unless prior arrangements have been made. Students also have the opportunity to schedule tutorials on other days; save Wednesday given they have made previous arrangements to attend.

	Contact 


I can be reached via phone at (980) 343-5992.  I also check my e-mail daily and I can be reached at maribelt.bright@cms.k12.nc.us if you should have any questions or concerns.  I welcome any invitation for conferences; my planning period is second period, 9:00 am-11:00 am.  
I look forward to working with you throughout the 2013-2014  academic year!
My Background:
My  name is Maribel Tirado Bright.  I am from Puerto Rico. I attended New York University in New York City, New York.  I am very proud of working at Phillip O. Berry Academy. I teach Spanish 1.
Qualifications:
• Bachelor’s Degree (English and Spanish)
• Master’s Degree (Spanish Language).
Teaching Experience:
Sincerely,
Profesora Maribel Tirado Bright
	


